since at least the Middle Ages. What could be more definite ? Three years in the last 500, maybe 600 years and they were all in the last decade. In the past if weather got a kick in the pants it used to be due to volcanic eruption, unusual changes in the sun-spot pattern or the now infamous El Nino behaving oddly. Now it's us. We keep on burning things, mostly fossil fuels but also forests. This last year has been particularly bad for forest burning. Burning carbon containing material produces carbon dioxide and that is a 'greenhouse gas'. I In prebiotic times the chemistry was comparatively simple : carbon dioxide formed carbonates which broke down to form carbon dioxide which reacted to form more carbonates. The advent of photosynthesis and the evolution of the many ecosystems changed all that. The atmosphere changed to the one we know today which is probably largely maintained by these ecosystems. They are very important; the forests of the world alone account for 90% of the annual flux of carbon between the atmosphere and the Earth's surface [4] . We 
